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Please bring your own refreshments during this week. 

 The kitchen area will be closed from Monday 8th March through to and including Friday 12th March.   
 The whole kitchen area will be closed off and power disconnected.   
 We will have no access to the fridge, biscuits, microwave or sink.   
 NO TEA OR COFFEE facilities will be available. 
 The water cooler may not be working either.   

 

Congratulations and Thank You! 
 

The ABF recently introduced a new category of the 1000 Point Club to recognise club members who staunchly 
support their club, or clubs, but have not accumulated sufficient Red and Gold Points to become a Grand Master.  
South Perth is fortunate enough to have no less than three such members in Jan Howell, Tony Stevens and Walter 
Martins.  Here they are, receiving their certificates 

 
 
 

What do GNOT and Swiss mean ?  by Marnie Leybourne 
 

You’ve been playing bridge for a bit and, from time to time, you see events like “GNOT” and “Swiss Pairs” advertised. 
You’d like to know what they mean, but are too embarrassed to ask. Hopefully this will answer all your questions! If 
not, please remember that there aren’t really any “stupid” questions, so just ask! 
GNOT 
This stands for Grand National Open Teams and is an annual event.  All ABF (Australian Bridge Federation) affiliated 
clubs are entitled to hold GNOT heats.   At SPBC we normally hold our heat in February or March each year. 
Obviously it is a team event and you can have up to six members in a team, although only four play at a time. For 
every match you win, you gain GOLD points. 
Depending on the number of teams entered at each club, a certain number will become eligible to play in what is 
called the City Final (SPBC normally has two or three teams qualify each year). This is normally held over a weekend 
and the top three winning teams then go on to represent WA at the GNOT Finals, which are held at Tweedheads on 
the border of Queensland and NSW in November each year. 
WA sends five teams to the GNOT Finals: the three that qualify in the City Final and the winning teams of a Country 
GNOT (you must be a member of a country club, such as Albany, Kalgoorlie, etc) and a Restricted GNOT (less than 
300 masterpoints). 
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Obviously competition is fierce as the prize is a subsidised trip East to play against the cream of Australian bridge 
players. However, it is a great event to support. I earned my first ever gold points with an unexpected match win 
during the South Perth heat about 20 years ago when I was still a beginner! 
 

Swiss Pairs (or Teams) 
The term “Swiss” just means the type of competition it is. Normal club sessions are straight Pairs events (called 
Duplicate), scored using matchpoints. If you get a top on a board, you earn 100%, and if you get a bottom, you get 
0%. Your percentage for each board is totalled up and the average gives you your score for the event, normally just 
above or just below 50%. 
Swiss scoring is different. First, rather than playing 2-4 boards against an opponent and then moving, you play a 
whole match against the same opponent.   A match might contain anything from eight to 32 boards. The scoring 
method (called IMPS) is a little complex, however it is really important to bid and make games and slams as they are 
worth a whole lot more when converted to IMPS. 
When you win a match, you move up in the field and when (if!) you lose you move down.  So, you always play 
against pairs (or teams) that are doing as well (or as badly!) as you.  By the end of the competition, the best 
pair/team should be sitting at N/S on Table 1, and the worst should be E/W at the lowest table. 
Playing in a Swiss event shouldn’t be scary – in fact, it is probably less scary than a normal session, as you know (after 
the first round) that you will always be playing against people at your standard (on that day!) 

 

Inaugural Club Restricted Teams 
 

A good turnout of 32 people made up the eight teams who competed in this first ever event for SPBC on Sunday 22 
February.  Thanks to Jan Howell who was director.  Team McKinnon (Tony McKinnon, Mark O’Connor, Jackin Clare 
and Thea Marsh took out first place, with Team Norman (Barbara Norman, Kaye Murray, Ian and Frances Hammond) 
in second place and Team Annear (Jan Annear, Carolyn McCusker, Julie Crewe and Chris England) running third. 

 
 
 
 

Recent Promotions - Garth Scotford 
State Master Rajeeve Gunawardena 
Bronze State Master Mark O’Connor 
Regional Master  Rob Breen 
Silver Local Master Kaye Murray 
Bronze Local Master   Paulette Johnston, Vivian Wells, 
Lynn Swersky 
Local Master Gabrielle Barstow, Judith Kelly, June 
Leonard 
Graduate Master    Mark Bannister 
Club Master Judith Arrowsmith, Sue Baxter, Janette 
Calligaro 


